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Presentation Title:  The T* in LGBT*:  Disrupting Gender Normative School Culture through Young Adult 
Literature 
 
Presentation's intended audience * 
Please check all that might apply 

 Elementary (K-5) 

 Middle (6-8) 

 High (9-12) 

 Post-Secondary 

 Administration 

 Other:  
 
Presentation's Area of Focus or Specialty * 
Please check all that might apply 

 Writing skills 

 Reading skills 

 Literary interpretation/analysis 

 Research/Inquiry 

 Speaking/Listening 

 New teachers 

 Multicultural literature/experience 

 LGBTQ 

 Interdisciplinary 

 Technology 

 Other:  
 
 
Full Description/Explanation of Expected Presentation Content 
This is to give conference chairs as complete an idea as possible what your presentation will include 
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While popular TV shows such as Glee, Orange is the New Black, and Transparent introduce audiences to 
“unique issues faced by trans people—like safe access to bathrooms and hormone therapy” (Morris, 
2015), most of our schools are not safe spaces for trans* and gender creative teens to come out 
(Kosciw, et al, 2014).   
 
In The Right to Be Out: Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity in America’s Public Schools, Stuart Biegel 
(2010) explains that teachers and students must realize that unlike gays and lesbians, who may opt to 
come out over time and in different contexts of their lives, “transgender persons cannot come out 
gradually unless they change environments.  Once they begin presenting differently as part of their 
transition process, they are immediately and abruptly out to those who knew them previously” (pp. 178-
9). In addition, “as the most misunderstood of any identifiable group in existence today,” transgender 
people often cannot expect support from all members of their family, friends, and community (Biegel, 
2010, p. 180).   
 
When discussing transgender youth in K-12 public schools, Biegel also notes that “the great majority of 
Americans have never interacted knowingly with a transgender person, and even fewer have developed 
any sort of close personal relationship with one.  Thus, educators seeking to move forward in this area 
would do well to identify memoirs, films, novels, poetry, and other works of art that document the 
experiences of those who identify under the transgender umbrella” (p. 185).   
 
In the English language arts classroom, the field of young adult literature (YAL) offers critical 
opportunities across a variety of genres for teens and teachers alike to learn more about trans* and 
gender creative identities and/or to have their own experiences mirrored back to them. 
 
This session will provide a brief history of YAL with trans* content and explore strategies for helping 
students identify and critique gender normative practices in their school and home communities.  
Participants will be introduced to specific texts, learning activities, and assessments and will be invited 
to contribute their own ideas toward cultivating schools and communities that are more knowledgeable 
about, welcoming toward, and appreciative of all gender identities. 
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Presentation Description for the Conference Program * 
This is the proposal description as you'd like to have it appear in the conference program. PLEASE keep 
this description under 100 words. 
 
Too often, our schools are not safe places for transgender teens to come out.  This session will provide a 
brief history of young adult literature with trans* content, and participants will evaluate strategies for 
helping students identify and critique gender normative practices in their school and home 
communities.  Additionally, participants will be introduced to specific texts, learning activities, and 
assessments and engage in dialogue on how we can cultivate schools and communities that are more 
knowledgeable about, welcoming toward, and appreciative of all gender identities.  Handouts and other 
resources will be provided.  (92 words) 
 
What day(s) are you available to present? * (Oct. 22 and/or Oct. 23) 
Either day is fine. 
 
If you anticipate any technology needs for your presentation, please describe those below. 

 Projector 

 Screen 

 Extension cord 
 
If you would be interested in facilitating a workshop, discussion or roundtable, briefly describe the 
topic you'd like to facilitate. 

 I’d be happy to help with any of these, if needed.  My areas of expertise are young adult 
literature and writing instruction. 


